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POLITICAL ORIENTATION SCALE 
 

Indicate how intensely you agree or disagree with the following statements by circling the number above your 
feeling. Then total your score, divide by 10, and place this average in the box in the upper left-hand corner. 
Do not round off the decimal. 
 
1. The government should not be allowed to give military supplies and aid to foreign allies whenever it deems 

it necessary 
   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                     DISAGREE            AGREE 

2. The police are never justified in using wiretaps to listen in on private conversations regardless of the nature 
of the alleged crime. 

   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                   DISAGREE            AGREE 

3. On the issue of immigration, you believe the government should make it tougher for people to enter this 
country without following the proper legal steps. 

   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                    DISAGREE            AGREE 

4. The decision of whether or not to have an abortion should be a personal decision of the woman, the man, 
and the doctor and should not be regulated by state law. 

   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                    DISAGREE            AGREE 

5. A labor union has the right to strike for better wages and improved working conditions in industries that are 
vital to the national defense. 

   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
                  STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                     DISAGREE            AGREE 

6. Burning the American flag in protest is wrong and should not be allowed. 
   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                     DISAGREE            AGREE 

7. The death penalty should never be assessed - even for crimes such as treason, assassination and terrorism. 
   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                    DISAGREE            AGREE 

8. Americans have no reason to own guns. Gun ownership should be kept to the military and the police. 
   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                    DISAGREE            AGREE 

9. You believe we should use of the country's natural resources (oil, coal, minerals, etc.) rather than 
supporting land preservation (keeping the land/animals as they are). 

   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                     DISAGREE            AGREE 

10. The mass media (TV - Radio - Newspapers) should not be restricted from expressing unpopular opinions 
or biased views. 

   0         2               4         6             8        10               12 
           STRONGLY      MODERATELY     SLIGHTLY     UNDECIDED    SLIGHTLY       MODERATELY     STRONGLY 
                     DISAGREE            AGREE 


